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THE EXTERNAL SOUL IN FOLK-CUSTOM     CHAP.

strength is sometimes represented as bound up with his hair,
and that when his hair is cut off he dies or grows weak.
So the natives of Amboyna used to think that their strength
was in their hair and would desert them if it were shorn,
A criminal under torture in a Dutch Court of that island
persisted in denying his guilt till his hair was cut off, when
he immediately confessed. One man, who was tried for
murder, endured without flinching the utmost ingenuity of
his torturers till he saw the surgeon standing with a pair of
shears. On asking what this was for, and being told that
it was to cut his hair, he begged they would not do it, and
made a clean breast. In subsequent cases, when torture
failed to wring a confession from a prisoner, the Dutch
authorities made a practice of cutting off his hair.1 In
Ceram it is still believed that if young people have their hair
cut they will be weakened and enervated thereby.2

Here in Europe it used to be thought that the maleficent
powers of witches and wizards resided in their hair, and that
nothing could make any impression on these miscreants so
long as they kept their hair on. Hence in France it was
customary to shave the whole bodies of persons charged with
sorcery before handing them over to the torturer. Millaeus
witnessed the torture of some persons at Toulouse, from
whom no confession could be wrung until they were stripped
and completely shaven, when they readily acknowledged the
truth of the charge. A woman also, who apparently led a
pious life, was put to the torture on suspicion of witchcraft,
and bore her agonies with incredible constancy, until com-
plete depilation drove her to admit her guilt The noted
inquisitor Sprenger contented himself with shaving the head
of the suspected witch or wizard; but his more thorough-
going colleague Cumanus shaved the whole bodies of forty-
one women before committing them all to the flames. He
had high authority for this rigorous scrutiny, since Satan
himself, in a sermon preached from the pulpit of North
Berwick church, comforted his many servants by assuring
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